APPENDIX B

MR. SHAW'S SECOND REPLY AND MY ANSWER

THE REAL RUSSIA

MY REPLY TO MR, WESTGARTH

(The world-famous dramatist who recently toured through
the U.S.S.R. and gave a favourable report.)

NOBODY seems, so far, to have taken in the full
significance of Mr. Westgarth's statement that
when I visited Russia last year I saw, not the real
Russia, but an elaborate show staged for my special benefit,
like the operatic Russia staged for Catherine II by
Patiomkin when he took a holiday tour through her
dominions.

If Mr. Westgarth is right, then all I can say is that the
Soviet Government has achieved a feat of which no other
Government in the world is capable.

Just think of it.

According to Mr. Westgarth, the Russian Government,
at a fortnight's notice (for my journey was unpremeditated)
built two great cities, presumably of papier mdcU and painted
canvas, each swarming with millions of inhabitants, all
specially washed, dressed, and fed up for me ; and passed
off these two scenic impostures on me as Moscow and
Petersburg (the name Leningrad is inappropriate and has
caught on very imperfectly).
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